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Active Voice for Regional Industry

Lobbyist: Be aware of ocean policy

MARCH 2011, Issue 2 Volume 14

By: Kathrine Schmidt, The Courier Staff Writer

Those who rely
on the seas for
business or pleasure,
whether offshore
oilmen, shipbuilders
or shermen, should
offer their input and
stay abreast of national

policy debates, a
national lobbyist told
business leaders

Tuesday in Houma.
Jack Belcher, a lobbyist
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Association s monthly luncheon in Houma.

Belcher expressed concern that President Barack
Obama smovesonoceanpolicymakerecommendations
skewing too heavily towards conservation without
enough consideration towards the use by industries
like energy, agriculture, shipping and shing. The
devils in the details, Belcher told regional business
group at its monthly luncheon in Houma. We dont
know where this is headed.

LastJuly, President Obama signed an executive order
forming a comprehensive policy aimed at managing
and balancing the economic and ecological demands
placed on the world s oceans and its plant and animal
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washed down the Mississippi from farms throughout
1000 QI00000 00000000 01000000 0000001000000 O 01 00020
00000000000I00I0I000ID0IO 001000 0E00IDoNo00I OO0
oil spill last year also showed the potential perils of
inadequate safety and environmental safeguards and
the effects on marine life.

www.sciaonline.net
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Lafourche and their reliance on maritime industry, local
residents should take heed, said Ted Falgout, past
director of Port Fourchon and now a consultant.
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oceans and how we manage them. Proponents argue
that such an approach, including strategic planning, is
necessary to address the various impacts on oceans
more broadly, instead of one by one. Part of the
executive order included the formation of a National
Ocean Council and regional boards that will address
speci c local issues.
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ocean are expanding at a rate that challenges our
ability to manage signi cant and often competing
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Council on Environmental Quality, in a statement last
year. With a growing number of recreational, scienti c,
energy, and security activities, we need a national
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the conservation and sustainable use of these critical
natural resources.

Belcher, however, said he was concerned that the
ocean policymakers had failed to solicitmuch input from
industry. Another level of bureaucracy and regulation
could hamper job growth and the economy, particularly
in industries like offshore oil and gas. Local companies
are deeply frustrated and have seen a major slowdown
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rules has slowed the issuance of drilling permits.

Lets not create something that creates further harm,
Belcher said.

You can learn more about the issue from the National

Ocean Policy Coalition at http://oceanpolicy.com/. '»‘«
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On February 15, Jack Belcher,
with the National Ocean Policy
Coalition, was our guest speaker
and he spoke about the new ocean
policies on energy, agriculture,
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informative and we thank him for his
time. Our next meeting on March 15
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on his state of the industry report. We hope you will again join
us as we pack the house.
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to the communities we serve. We met with key business
leaders in the community and along with our state delegates
and federal district representatives believe it is critical for the
state to keep the entire parishes of Lafourche and Terrebonne
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together in one congressional district, comprised of mostly
coastal parishes.

The redistricting committee met at the Civic Center and
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this meeting having the best turnout of any other committee
meeting around the state. Please continue to ght and get
(0000000 D00l 00000 ONOC0ME D0 BCODO 0000 COO0O0m 0 000
this newsletter, you will nd a list of addresses for the House
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Please consider writing your own letter of concern.

Dividing Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes into separate
congressional districts when we are working together on
common problems and emerging opportunities would be
counterproductive. Lafourche and Terrebonne need a single
congressman who will understand our joint, interlocking
issues and who will have both parishes common interests
in mind.

Thanks as always to all our members for working so hard
000 T T T
O N

Qoiibooihoooomom

0Oiommooommooa

Committee Chairs

Annual Banquet. . ........ ... Lori Davis
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SCIA Nominees receive Awards
Honored for coastal conservation

By: Jane Arnette
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Ted Falgout and the youth
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achievements presented to the
Louisiana  Wildlife = Federation.
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a letter informing us of the March
19th awards ceremony.
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his work on coastal issues. He will receive the groups
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outstanding contribution toward the protection and wise
use of the state s natural resources.

Throughout his three decades as port director, he
served on numerous state and local commissions and
has been a vocal and prominent advocate for coastal
restoration atthe state and nationallevel, thefederations
statement says. While managing the growth of the port,
he consistently encouraged conservation efforts and
supported restoration projects in southeast Louisiana.
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students using social networking to help spark
discussion about coastalissues. As high school students
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mission is a simple one: To give the youth of the gulf
coast a voice to express our thoughts and opinions on
the decisions being made today that will affect our future
tomorrow..... and to convey to the public the importance
of the natural, coastal, and human resources of the
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include Vinny Cannata and James Michael Chauvin,
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Tony Alford, said, We are pleased our nominees were
chosen from the many nominees in the state. This is a
good example of how dedicated our local people are to
the environment.
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Servicing the Tri-Parish area
with qualified industrial personnel
for over 20 years!

LABOR SERVICES
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Phone (985) 868-1787 « Fax (985) 876-4136
Toll Free 1-800-338-1787




SCIA salutes teachers Many SCIA members testify at redistricting meeting
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Lafourche

Being Positive can go just so far.

A view on the Redistricting Circus one
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| am REALLY a positive person! |try to keep the troops rallied! Well, on February 21st, my bubble burst!
However, it isn’t too surprising how it happened. Let me tell you the story.

| am sure as most of you know Louisiana will be losing a congressional district. | guess what | don’t understand
is why does everyone assume it has to be the third district composed of the Bayou Country of South Louisiana? As |
understand, the Monroe area has lost population numbers. Remember that because it is part of my story!

South Central Industrial Association (SCIA), a regional industrial-based organization, has been actively reviewing
the redistricting issues for the past year. Our Infrastructure and Governmental Affairs committee has been diligent in
their efforts to assure the entire parishes of Lafourche and Terrebonne remain together. We joined forces with other
civic organizations in the region to promote the ‘Redistricting Road Show” presented by the state officials. We were
on local television and radio stations. We sent out multiple emails and faxes.

On February 21st, the Louisiana Joint House and Senate Governmental Affairs Committee visited Houma for the
Bayou Region meeting. To date, it was one of the largest, if not the largest gatherings in the state. The Morning
Advocate reported only about 13 people spoke in Baton Rouge. Terrebonne — Lafourche had over 50 people sign
up to speak on behalf of keeping Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes totally remaining together in the same district.
This was echoed time and time again.

All the groups involved really worked hard getting people to the meeting and getting our message across — Keep
Terrebonne and Lafourche Together. Following the public meeting, we provided a wonderful luncheon for the elected
officials and staffers. While going from table to table thanking them for coming, Senator Bob Kostelka, the Senator
Committee Chair from Monroe, Louisiana actually told me that Congress will decide the redistricting. He did not say
it just once, he said it several times. | was absolutely appalled and offended by his statement.

The Lafayette Advertiser said it better than anyone when they were promoting their road show meeting. “If you're
a committed member of our democracy, someone who likes to hold elected officials’ tasseled lItalian loafers to the
fire, then think about going tonight to the Acadiana Center for the Arts, 110 Vermilion St. in Lafayette. At 6 p.m.,
state officials will bring their “Redistricting Road Show” to Acadiana to talk about the difficult job of remapping state
government and U.S. House districts based on the recently released 2010 census results. We’'d encourage you to
attend. It's often assumed, and not just out of cynicism, that redistricting is about the political survival of elected
officials. But a big show of concern by the electorate might be enough to nudge the political calculation toward the
public good and away from the election prospects of local legislators.”

So what are the political games being played? What deals are being cut to protect other areas at the sacrifice
of the democratic process? Why are certain politicians trying to divide Lafourche and Terrebonne to maintain a
northern district that has lost population?

| am really tired of certain politicians thinking that the Bayou Region is the stepchild of Louisiana. As the fifth largest
metropolitan statistical area in Louisiana, we believe it is critical for the state to keep the entire parishes of Lafourche
and Terrebonne together in one congressional district.

a. Lafourche and Terrebonne will forever remain linked through its federally sanctioned national estuary program
— the Barataria —Terrebonne National Estuary, which links our region through our irreplaceable ecological region.

b. Itis not by accident that Lafourche and Terrebonne have claimed the lowest unemployment rate for many years.
This huge economic engine is the result of the substantial business relationships between the two parishes,
including many companies maintaining facilities in both parishes.

c. Located in Lafourche Parish, Port Fourchon is the premier oil and gas port for the Gulf of Mexico, especially
deepwater exploration and development. Terrebonne Parish, the Port of Terrebonne and its businesses work
closely with Port Fourchon to provide the necessary support services and ensure the economic engines are
continually generating activity for our area.



