August Leader Spotlight

Sister Claire

Sister Mary Claire Rodrigue was born in Lockport, La in 1924. Everybody knew her
as…….Sister Claire.
I attended Holy Rosary Catholic School form 1966 to 1973 (first grade through sixth
grade), and Sister Claire was the Principal when my sisters and I attended school
there. I actually didn't know that she was from Lockport or that her last name was
Rodrigue until long after I graduated high school.
As mentioned before, she was born in 1924. Sister Claire attended Dominican College
in New Orleans and received a degree in elementary education. She entered the
Immaculate Conception congregation in 1942 and professed her vows in 1945. Her
ministry as a teacher in Louisiana Schools started at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
White Castle, St. Vincent de Paul in New Orleans, and St. Charles Borromeo in
Destrehan, before becoming a teacher and Principal of Holy Rosary Catholic School in
Larose in 1963. She was also missionary to Saltillo, Mexico until 2006.
Her faith, dedication, and love earned her the distinguished Papal Medal “Pro Ecclesia
et Pontifice” (For Assembly {church}, and Priest).
As a child, it was difficult to understand her strict and direct ways, but as a man I
learned to understand the structure that she helped many of us to develop as we
matured into adults. For that I will always be grateful.

She was in her 62nd year of religious life when she passed away on Christmas Eve
2007.
Top of my list.
A leader who never gave up……….

July Leader Spotlight

Nolty Theriot

Nolty J. Theriot was born in Golden Meadow, La in 1924. He was
a Private in the U.S. Army, 17th Airborne during World War II. He
escaped from captivity during the war, and survived to return to
Louisiana and started a career in the marine transportation industry
by converting a shrimp boat into a tug boat.

Mr. Nolty struggled to survive at times, but had the tenacity to try
and try again, and eventually earned success, becoming one of the
largest Marine Transportation Operators in the world. Operating in
remote regions like the North Sea, the Persian Gulf, Africa, and, of
course, the domestic Gulf of Mexico.
Mr. Nolty was elected to the Louisiana State House of
Representatives in 1976 but died of cancer before he could take
office at the age of 52.

A leader who never gave up......

